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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Held on Wednesday, April 8, 2026, at 5:00 PM  

Held Virtually and In-Person 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT STAFF PRESENT 

Mayor: John Beddows  Melanie Kirkby, CAO 

 Colin Brown  Penny Kelly, Clerk / CEMC  

Matt Harper David Armstrong, Manager of Public Works 

Patrick Kirkby John Morrison, Treasurer 

Anne-Marie Koiner Jeff Johnston, Manager of Parks and Recreation 

Vicky Leakey 
 

David Osmond 

Regrets: 
 

Brenda Guy, Manager of Planning and 
Development 

 

1.  Call Meeting to Order 

 Mayor Beddows called the meeting to order at 5:03 PM.  

2.  Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest & General Nature Thereof  

 1. Councillor Kirkby declared a Conflict of Interest regarding Report Council-2026-
06 – “Amend Traffic and Parking By-law No. 2015-070 – Garden Street Speed 
Limit and Stop Sign”, as he owns property at Talbot Place. 

 2. Mayor Beddows declared a Pecuniary Interest with respect to Item #14.2 – “The 
Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command Request – Military Service 
Recognition Book”, as he is a member on the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 92 
Executive. 

3.  Canadian National Anthem 

 • The National Anthem was played. 

4.  Land Acknowledgement Statement  

 • Mayor Beddows read the Land Acknowledgement Statement.  

5.  Public Question / Comment (Only Addressing Motion(s) or Reports on the Agenda)  

 • A Member of the Public addressed Reports listed on the Agenda.   

6.  Disclosure of Additional Items  

 

1. Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH) – Building Homes and 
Improving Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026 (Bill 98) – Mayor Beddows 

2. Community Grants, Waterfront Concerts and Physician Recruitment – 2026 
Budget Allotment 

7.  Delegations – None 

8.  Presentations/Awards/Deputations  

 1. Paul Harding – Certificate of Recognition 

• Mayor Beddows presented a Certificate of Recognition to Mr. Paul Harding 
for his musical leadership and achievements over the past years and recent 
induction into the Brockville and Area Music and Performing Arts Hall of 
Fame. 

9.  Mayor’s Declaration – None 
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10.  Unfinished Business  

Council-CAO-2026-05 – Stone South Condominium Corporation Requests to Council 

  
Motion #26-058 – Stone South Condominium Corporation Requests to Council 
Moved By: Councillor Koiner                          Seconded By: Councillor Harper 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
RECEIVES FOR INFORMATION THE STONE SOUTH CONDOMINIUM  
CORPORATION REQUESTS TO COUNCIL REGARDING 129 SOUTH STREET 
REQUESTS TO COUNCIL, AS PRESENTED IN REPORT COUNCIL CAO  
-2026-05. 

CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 

Council-RDS-2026-05 – Proposed Pedestrian Crosswalk Installation – Stone Street 
North at North Street 

  
Motion #26-059 – Proposed Pedestrian Crosswalk Installation – Stone Street 

North at North Street 
Moved By: Councillor Brown                         Seconded By: Deputy Mayor Leakey 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
RECEIVES THE PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALK INSTALLATION AT 
STONE STREET NORTH AT NORTH STREET REPORT FOR INFORMATION, AS 
PRESENTED IN REPORT COUNCIL RDS-2026-05.  

CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 

Council-RDS-2026-06 – Amend Traffic and Parking By-law No. 2015-070 – Garden 
Street Speed Limit and Stop Sign 

***At this point, Councillor Kirkby left the room.  

  
By-law No. 2026-030 – Amend Traffic and Parking By-law No. 2015-070 – 

Garden Street Speed Limit and Stop Sign 
Moved By: Councillor Brown                          Seconded By: Mayor Beddows  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE PASS 
BY-LAW NO. 2026-030, BEING A BY-LAW TO AMEND THE TRAFFIC AND 
PARKING BY-LAW NO. 2015-070, TO AMEND THE FOLLOWING: 
1. “SCHEDULE VIII – STOP SIGNS AT INTERSECTIONS”, TO ADD A STOP 

SIGN AT THE INTERSECTION OF GARDEN STREET AT TALBOT PLACE, 
EFFECTIVE APRIL 8, 2025, AND; 

2. “SCHEDULE XII – INCREASED AND DECREASED SPEED LIMITS”, TO 
DECREASE THE SPEED LIMIT OF GARDEN STREET BETWEEN HERBERT 
STREET AND TALBOT PLACE TO 30KM/H, EFFECTIVE APRIL 8, 2025,  

 
AS PRESENTED IN COUNCIL REPORT-RDS-2026-07. 

 
CARRIED – UNANIMOUS, by those present 

***Councillor Kirkby returned to the room. 

11.  Approval of Minutes – Wednesday, March 18 and Friday, March 20, 2026 

  
Motion #26-057 – Approval of Minutes – Wednesday, March 18 and Friday, 

March 20, 2026 
Moved By: Mayor Beddows                            Seconded By: Councillor Osmond 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
HEREBY ADOPTS THE REGULAR COUNCIL MINUTES OF WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 18TH, 2026 AND ITS SPECIAL MINUTES OF FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 2026. 

 
 CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 
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12.  Staff Reports  

Council-POL-2026-01 – Court Security and Prisoner Transportation Program (CSPT) 

 

 
By-law No. 2026-026 – Court Security and Prisoner Transportation Program 

(CSPT) 
Moved By: Councillor Kirkby                           Seconded By: Councillor Osmond 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
PASS BY-LAW NO. 2026-026, BEING A BY-LAW TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR 
AND CLERK TO SIGN A COURT SECURITY AND PRISONER 
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM TRANSFER AGREEMENT WITH THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY SAFETY AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $78,717, AS PRESENTED IN COUNCIL REPORT POL-2026-01. 

 
CARRIED – UNANIMOUS  

Council-REC-2026-05 – Klevr Hockey Super League – Request to Rent the Lou 
Jeffries Arena – Weekend Tournament in December 2026 

 

 
By-law No. 2026-027 – Klevr Hockey Super League – Temporary Exemption to 

Ice Allocation Policy 
Moved By: Councillor Brown                       Seconded By: Councillor Osmond 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
PASS BY-LAW NO. 2026-027, BEING A BY-LAW TO PROVIDE A TEMPORARY 
EXEMPTION TO BY-LAW NO. 2021-081, THE ICE ALLOCATION POLICY FOR 
THE LOU JEFFRIES ARENA, SPECIFICALLY SECTIONS 7.1., AND 7.2., TO 
ALLOW THE KLEVR HOCKEY SUPER LEAGUE TO RENT THE ARENA FROM 
DECEMBER 4TH TO 6TH, 2026 TO HOLD A WEEKEND TOURNAMENT, AS 
PRESENTED IN COUNCIL REPORT REC-2026-05. 
 

CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 

Council-RDS-2026-07 – Temporary Staffing Request – Asset Management Data 
Coordinator 

 

 
Motion #26-060 – Temporary Staffing Request – Asset Management Data 

Coordinator 
Moved By: Mayor Beddows                          Seconded By: Councillor Harper 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
DIRECTS STAFF TO POST A SIX (6) MONTH CONTRACT POSITION FOR AN 
ASSET MANAGEMENT DATA COORDINATOR FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT, AS PRESENTED IN COUNCIL REPORT RDS-2026-07. 
 

CARRIED – 5 Ayes, 2 Nays 

Council-RDS-2026-08 – Award of Contract – Backhoe Loader Replacement 

 

 
Motion #26-061 – Award of Contract – Backhoe Loader Replacement – 

Postpone 
Moved By: Councillor Osmond                       Seconded By: Councillor Brown 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
POSTPONES CONSIDERING REPORT COUNCIL-RDS-2026-08, REGARDING 
THE AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR THE BACKHOE LOADER REPLACEMENT. 
 

CARRIED – 6 Ayes, 1 Nay 

Council-UTIL-2026-05 – Award of Contract – 110 Kate Street – Maintenance and 
Renovations 

 

 
Motion #26-062 – 110 Kate Street – Maintenance and Renovations – Postpone  
Moved By: Councillor Osmond                       Seconded By: Mayor Beddows 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
POSTPONES REPORT COUNCIL UTIL-2026-05, REGARDING 110 KATE 
STREET MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS TO MAY 6, 2026. 

CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 
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Council-FIN-2026-07 – 2025 Treasurer’s Statement – Development Charges Reserve 
Fund 

 

 
Motion #26-063 – 2025 Treasurer’s Statement – Development Charges Reserve 

Fund 
Moved By: Councillor Koiner                          Seconded By: Councillor Brown 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
RECEIVES AS INFORMATION, THE 2025 TREASURER’S STATEMENT FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES RESERVE FUNDS (DCRF), AS PRESENTED IN 
COUNCIL REPORT FIN-2026-07. 

CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 

Council-FIN-2026-08 – 2025 Statement of Council and Board Remuneration and 
Expenses 

 

 
Motion #26-064 – 2025 Statement of Council and Board Remuneration and 

Expenses 
Moved By: Deputy Mayor Leakey                  Seconded By: Councillor Kirkby 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
RECEIVES FOR INFORMATION, THE STATEMENT OF COUNCIL AND 
COMMITTEE AND LOCAL BOARD REMUNERATION AND EXPENSES FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2025, TO COMPLY WITH LEGISLATIVE 
REQUIREMENTS, AS PRESENTED IN REPORT COUNCIL-FIN-2026-08.  

 
CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 

Council-CSC-2026-01 – Integrity Commissioner – Extension of Agreement 

***At this point, Mayor Beddows left the room.  
***Deputy Mayor Leakey took the Chair. 

 

 
By-law No. 2026-031 – Integrity Commissioner – Extension of Agreement 
Moved By: Councillor Koiner                          Seconded By: Councillor Harper 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE PASS 
BY-LAW NO. 2026-031, BEING A BY-LAW TO AMEND BY-LAW NO. 2023-062, A 
BY-LAW TO APPOINT MR. TONY FLEMING, AS INTEGRITY COMMISSIONER 
FOR A PERIOD OF THREE (3) YEARS, WITH AN OPTION TO RENEW FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL TWO (2) YEARS, TO EXTEND THE APPOINTMENT TERM TO MAY 
3, 2028,  
 
AND FURTHER AMENDS SECTION 5 “COMPENSATION”, SUBSECTION 5.1, TO 
REMOVE $295 PER HOUR AND REPLACE WITH $325 PER HOUR, AS 
PRESENTED IN COUNCIL REPORT CSC-2026-01. 

 
CARRIED – UNANIMOUS, by those present 

***Deputy Mayor Leakey vacated the Chair.  
***Mayor Beddows returned to the room. 

13.  Motions (Council Direction to Staff) – None  

14.  Correspondence  

 1. Paul Harding – Alto High-Speed Rail 

2. The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command – Military Service 
Recognition Book – Request for Support 

***At this point, the Mayor left the room.  

 Motion #26-065 – Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command Military Request – 
Service Recognition Book 

Moved By: Councillor Harper                         Seconded By: Councillor Brown 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
APPROVES, FROM THE MARKETING BUDGET, IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,995 
PLUS HST, FOR A FULL-PAGE AD, TO SUPPORT THE ROYAL CANADIAN 
LEGION ONTARIO COMMAND MILITARY’S REQUEST TO SUPPORT THE 
SERVICE RECOGNITION BOOK. 

CARRIED – UNANIMOUS, by those present 

***The Mayor returned to the room. 
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 3. Tony Fleming, Integrity Commissioner – 2025 Annual Report 

 
Motion #26-066 – Tony Fleming, Integrity Commissioner – 2025 Annual Report 
Moved By: Councillor Harper                          Seconded By: Councillor Osmond 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
RECEIVES THE INTEGRITY COMMISSIONER 2025 ANNUAL REPORT FOR 
INFORMATION.  

CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 

 4. Cataraqui Conservation – 2025 Audited Financial Statements for  
December 31, 2025 

5. City of Sarnia – Strengthening Municipal Accountability and Public Trust (Bill 9) 

15.  Notice Required Under the Notice By-law – None 

16.  Committee Updates (Council Reps) – Postponed to April 22, 2026 

17.  Discussion of Additional Items  

 1. Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH) – Building Homes and 
Improving Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026 (Bill 98) – Mayor 
Beddows (Correspondence attached) 

  
Motion #26-067 – Minister Flack Letter of April 2026 – Direction to Staff 
Moved by:  Mayor Beddows                       Seconded by:  Councillor Koiner 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
DIRECTS STAFF TO PROVIDE A REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
COMMENTS ON THE CHANGES TO LEGISLATION PROPOSED IN MINISTER 
FLACK’S LETTER OR APRIL 1, 2026, FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE APRIL 
22ND, MEETING.  

CARRIED – UNANIMOUS  

 2. Community Grants, Waterfront Concerts and Physician Recruitment – 2026 
Budget Allotment 

  
Motion #26-068 – Community Grants, Waterfront Concerts and Physician 

Recruitment – 2026 Budget Allotment 
Moved by:  Mayor Beddows                           Seconded by:  Deputy Mayor Leakey 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE 
DIRECTS STAFF TO BRING BACK A REPORT REGARDING THE FUNDING 
OPTIONS FOR THE 2026 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM, WATERFRONT 
CONCERTS AND THE PHYSICIAN RECRUITMENT AND LOCUM GRANTS, IN 
RELATION TO THE 2026 BUDGET ALLOTMENT OF EXPENSES. 
 

CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 

18.  Questions from the Media – None 

19.  Closed Session 

  

• Moved by Mayor Beddows that the Council of the Town of Gananoque, in 
accordance with Section 239.2 of the Municipal Act, moves into Closed Session 
at 8:16 PM for the purpose of discussing three (3) items under A Position, Plan, 
Procedure, Criteria or Instruction to be Applied to any Negotiations Carried On or 
to be Carried on by or on Behalf of the Municipality or Local Board, and; one (1) 
item under Personal Matters Concerning an Identifiable Individual, Including 
Municipal or Board Employees.  

CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 

20.  Move Out of Closed Session at 9:21 PM. 

  



Regular Council Minutes – Wednesday, April 8, 2026  Page 6 of 6 
 

 

 Council resumed the Open Session at 9:23 PM, with the following Members 
present:  Mayor Beddows, Councillors Brown, Koiner, Harper, Osmond and 
Kirkby. 

21.  Reporting Out of Closed Session 

  

• Mayor Beddows advised that a Closed Meeting was held. Council discussed 
three (3) items under A Position, Plan, Procedure, Criteria or Instruction to be 
Applied to any Negotiations Carried On or to be Carried on by or on Behalf of the 
Municipality or Local Board, and; one (1) item under Personal Matters 
Concerning an Identifiable Individual, Including Municipal or Board Employees. 
There was nothing to report out on these items. 
 

• Council considered the following recommendation regarding one (1) matter 
discussed under A Position, Plan, Procedure, Criteria or Instruction to be Applied 
to any Negotiations Carried On or to be Carried on by or on Behalf of the 
Municipality or Local Board. 

 

  
By-law No. 2026-033 – 1000 Islands Kayaking (Scott Ewart) – Lease Agreement 
Moved by:  Mayor Beddows                       Seconded by:  Councillor Koiner 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE PASS 
BY-LAW NO. 2026-033, BEING A BY-LAW TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND 
CLERK TO SIGN A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH 1000 ISLANDS KAYAKING INC., 
SCOTT EWART, FOR A PORTION OF 110 KATE STREET FOR A PERIOD OF SIX 
(6) MONTHS, AS PRESENTED IN COUNCIL REPORT REC-2026-IC-03. 

 
CARRIED – 4 Ayes, 2 Nays 

22.  Confirmation By-law 

  
By-law No. 2026-025 – Confirming By-law – April 8, 2026 
Moved By: Councillor Koiner                          Seconded By: Councillor Osmond                    
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GANANOQUE PASS 
BY-LAW NO. 2026-025, BEING A BY-LAW TO CONFIRM THE PROCEEDINGS OF 
COUNCIL AT ITS REGULAR MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8TH, 
2026, BE READ THREE TIMES AND FINALLY PASSED THIS 8TH DAY OF APRIL 
2026. 

CARRIED – UNANIMOUS  

23.  Next Meeting(s):  Regular Council – Wednesday, April 22, 2026, at 5:00 PM 

24.  Adjournment 

  
Moved By: Mayor Beddows 
Be it resolved that Council hereby adjourns this regular meeting of Council at  
9:29 PM. 

CARRIED – UNANIMOUS  

 

 

 

John S. Beddows, Mayor 

 

 

 

Penny Kelly, Clerk 

 



 

omm 

 

 

 
 
 

234-2026-1123 
 

April 1, 2026 
 
On March 30, 2026, our government introduced the Building Homes and Improving 
Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026, (Bill 98). Through this legislation and 
accompanying measures, we are creating the conditions for Ontario to build the housing 
and infrastructure it needs to grow and remain competitive. These changes will help get 
shovels in the ground faster for much-needed housing, and housing enabling-
infrastructure projects, while improving the way people and goods move across Ontario. 
 
A brief description of the proposals in this bill are included in this letter below. You are 
also invited to review the Environmental Registry of Ontario and Regulatory Registry of 
Ontario posting links provided with this letter and share any feedback you may have. 
 
If you have any questions, please reach out to my Director of Stakeholder and Caucus 
Relations, Tanner Zelenko, at Tanner.Zelenko@ontario.ca 
 
I look forward to our continued collaboration with our municipal partners as we build a 
more prosperous, resilient and competitive economy that will enhance affordability and 
the quality of life for Ontario residents and families. 

 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 
 

Hon. Robert J. Flack 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

 

c. Prabmeet Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation  
Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks  
Graydon Smith, Associate Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Robert Dodd, Chief of Staff, Minister’s Office 
Matthew Rae, Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Laura Smith, Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Brian Saunderson, Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Martha Greenberg, Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing 
David McLean, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Laurie Miller, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Sean Fraser, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing  

Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs 
and Housing 

Office of the Minister 

777 Bay Street, 17th Floor 
Toronto ON M7A 2J3 
Tel.: 416 585-7000 

Ministère des 
Affaires municipales 
et du Logement 

Bureau du ministre 

777, rue Bay, 17e étage 
Toronto (Ontario) M7A 2J3 
Tél. : 416 585-7000 

 

https://ero.ontario.ca/index.php/
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/home.jsp
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/home.jsp
mailto:Tanner.Zelenko@ontario.ca


 

 

 

 
 
Development Charges Act, 1997 – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 
Schedule 3 of the Bill would make amendments to the Development Charges Act, 1997.  

 
New section 4.5 would provide that non-profit retirement home developments are exempt from 
development charges.  

 
The Schedule would also make technical amendments to address out-of-date cross-references in 
provisions related to front-ending agreements.  

  
You may provide your comments on the proposed changes to the Development Charges Act, 
1997 through the Ontario Regulatory Registry 
https://www.regulatoryregistry.gov.on.ca/proposal/52054 
 
Municipal Act, 2001 – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 
The Schedule repeals and remakes section 93 of the Municipal Act, 2001, to address barriers to 
the development of communal water and wastewater systems and increase housing supply 
across Ontario. 

 
New subsection 93 (1) of the Act provides that no person shall construct, maintain or operate a 
non-municipal water or sewage public utility without first applying for and obtaining the consent 
of the municipality. Under new subsection 93 (2) of the Act, a municipality that receives an 
application for one of these utilities must review that application and either provide consent 
subject to conditions and limits that are agreed upon, or, in the case of a regulation having been 
made setting out criteria or conditions that must be met, and the municipality is of the opinion 
that regulated requirements have been met, the municipality must provide consent to the 
application. Regulation-making authority would be made to establish the criteria or conditions 
related to applications for consent and for the proposed public utility. 
 
You may provide your comments on the proposed changes to the Municipal Act, 2001 through the 
Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) notice and the Ontario Regulatory Registry (ERO 026-
0302) from March 30, 2026 to April 29, 2026. 
 
Planning Act – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 
Schedule 7 of the Bill proposes the following amendments to the Planning Act that would help 
create the conditions necessary to support housing and community development. If passed, the 
proposed changes would: 

• Specify a standardized structure and a standardized set of land use designations for local 
official plans (i.e., lower- and single-tier municipalities and planning boards). 

• Provide a two-phased implementation approach for the new official plan framework which 
focuses on the 29 large and fast-growing municipalities in the first phase, 

• Remove redundant requirement for municipalities to include climate change policies in their 
official plans,  

• Provide the Minister with authority to exempt lower-tier municipalities from requirement to 
conform with upper-tier official plan to facilitate voluntary early implementation of the 
proposed official plan framework, 
 

https://www.regulatoryregistry.gov.on.ca/proposal/52054
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0302
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0302


 

 

 

 
 
• Provide that for an already approved Protected Major Transit Station Area (PMTSA), only 

official plan amendments changing the boundaries of the PMTSA or the planned population 
and jobs for the area would require the Minister’s approval,  

• Remove the legislative requirement for the Minister to provide notice on proposed 
amendments to or revocations of Minister’s Zoning Orders (MZOs),  

• Provide flexibility for removing Simcoe County’s planning responsibilities in up to three 
separate phases, based on municipal readiness, and 

• Facilitate the implementation of provisions from Bill 23, the More Homes Built Faster 
Act, 2022, that provide for a new framework for developer-identified land, including 
encumbered land and privately owned public spaces (POPS) arrangements, to count 
toward municipal parkland dedication requirements. 

• Remove references to “sustainable design” from site plan control and restrict 
municipalities from requiring an owner of land to provide electric vehicle supply 
equipment in connection with off-street vehicular parking facilities, so that 
municipalities may not impose ’enhanced’ development standards at the lot level that 
are not required for health, safety, or environmental performance (e.g., stormwater). 

• Provide the Minister with authority to establish a minimum lot size through regulation. 
 

We are interested in receiving your comments on these proposed measures. Comments can be 
made through the Environmental Registry of Ontario and the Ontario Regulatory Registry from 
March 30, 2026, to April 29, 2026: 

• ERO 026-0300: Proposed Planning Act, City of Toronto Act, 2006, Building Code Act, 
1992 and Municipal Act, 2001 Changes (Schedules 7, 2 and 1 of Bill 98, the Building 
Homes and Improving Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026.  

We are also interested in receiving any comments you may have on other associated proposals:  
• ERO 026-0315: Consultation on upper-tier official plans, secondary plans, and site and 

area-specific policies 
• ERO 026-0310: Consultation on site plan control reform under the Planning Act and the 

City of Toronto Act, 2006 
• ERO 026-0305: Proposed Changes to Various Regulations Under the Planning Act to 

Facilitate the Electronic Submission of Information and Materials to Approval Authorities 
and Allow Notices to be Given Electronically to the Province 

• ERO 026-0314: Proposed Changes to Various Regulations Under the Planning Act and the 
City of Toronto Act, 2006 to Specify Additional “Prescribed Professions” for the Purposes of 
a Complete Application 

• ERO 026-0313: Streamlining the Information and Material that Planning Authorities can 
Require as Part of a Complete Application 

• ERO 026-0309: Proposed Regulation to Prohibit Mandatory Enhanced Development 
Standards as a Condition of Land Division Approvals 

• ERO 026-0311: Proposed Regulatory Approach to Establish a Minimum Residential Lot 
Size in Urban Areas 

• ERO 026-0304: Draft Projection Methodology Guideline to support the implementation of 
the Provincial Planning Statement, 2024 

• ERO 026-0312: Proposed Changes to Support Standardizing of Parkland Requirements 
Under the Planning Act 

 
 

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0300
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0315
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0310
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0305
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0314
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0313
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0315
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0311
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0304
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0312


 

 

 

The Environmental Registry postings provide additional details regarding the proposed changes. 
 

Building Code Act, 1992 – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 

Schedule 1 amends the Building Code Act, 1992 to clarify that standards for the protection or 
conservation of the environment are included in the meaning of municipal by-laws respecting the 
construction or demolition of buildings for the purposes of section 35 of the Act. 

 
ERO 026-0300: Proposed Planning Act, City of Toronto Act, 2006, Building Code Act, 1992 and 
Municipal Act, 2001 Changes (Schedules 7, 2 and 1 of Bill 98, the Building Homes and Improving 
Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026.  

 
City of Toronto Act, 2006 – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 
The proposed change would, through various amendments to section 114 of the City of Toronto 
Act, 2006, remove references to “sustainable design” in site plan control. Changes would also be 
made to allow the Minister to establish a minimum lot size through regulation under the Planning 
Act.   

 
ERO 026-0300: Proposed Planning Act, City of Toronto Act, 2006, Building Code Act, 1992 and 
Municipal Act, 2001 Changes (Schedules 7, 2 and 1 of Bill 98, the Building Homes and Improving 
Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026 

Water and Wastewater Public Corporations Act, 2025 – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing 
 
The ministry is proposing legislative amendments to the Water and Wastewater Public 
Corporations Act, 2025. These include:  

 
o Explicitly prohibiting private ownership in any new Water and Wastewater Public Corporation 

(WWPC) to align with the government’s intent to maintain 100% public sector ownership and 
respond to the strong feedback we have heard on the issue from the public, unions, 
associations and municipalities regarding privatization. 

o Supporting the continuation of services and existing contracts – so that transferred contracts 
and agreements are not affected by a transfer to a new WWPC. This includes contracts such 
as employment or insurance, permits, licenses or a collective agreement, helping to support an 
efficient transfer and continuity of service during the transfer process.  

o Supporting labour and employment continuity by clarifying that certain rights (such as 
successor, employment, and pay equity rights) are carried forward to a new WWPC. 

o This would include regulation-making authority to help ensure continuity of services related to 
contracts and employees that are transferred to a new WWPC. 

o Prohibiting the transfer of long-term municipal water and wastewater debt to a WWPC to 
provide clarity and reduce lender uncertainty, while creating new regulation-making authority to 
enable future regulations to address other matters related to municipal debt. 

 
 

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0300
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0300


 

 

 

 
You may provide your comments on the proposed changes to the Water and Wastewater Public 
Corporations Act, 2025 through the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) notice and the 
Ontario Regulatory Registry (026-0301) from March 30, 2026 to April 29, 2026. 
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301 
 
Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002 – Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
 
Schedule 8 of the Bill proposes a change to the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002 (SDWA) to clarify 
that a drinking water system owned by a WWPC would be considered a municipal drinking water 
system under the SDWA. This change would ensure that WWPCs are subject to the same 
public health and safety requirements under the SDWA that apply to all municipal drinking water 
systems. 
 
The Bill also proposes changes to the Safe Drinking Water Act that would deem municipal 
consent to have been provided under the Safe Drinking Water Act for a proposed non-
municipal drinking water system if consent has been provided by a municipality under the 
Municipal Act and regulated requirements under that Act were met. This avoids duplication of 
the municipal consent and helps to remove a barrier to development on communal systems. 

 
You may provide your comments on the proposed changes to the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
2002 through the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) notices related to the Municipal 
Act, 2001, 026-0302, and the Water and Wastewater Public Corporations Act, 2025, 026-
0301 from March 30, 2026 to April 29, 2026.  
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301  
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0302  
 
Fare Alignment and Seamless Transit Act, 2026 – Ministry of Transportation 
 
Schedule 4 of the bill enacts the Fare Alignment and Seamless Transit Act, 2026. The proposed 
legislation would authorize the Minister of Transportation to make regulations:  

 
1. Prescribing local transit systems in the GTHA that are subject to the Act.  
2. Establishing One Fare 2.0, including: setting fare prices and categories; defining eligibility 

and fare discount policies; establishing fare and transfer policies between prescribed transit 
systems (e.g., free transfers);  requiring participation in a unified fare payment system 
approved by the Minister (e.g., PRESTO); and determining how fares shall be apportioned 
among prescribed transit systems in a geographic zone, which could result in the reallocation 
of fare revenue collected in one prescribed transit system to another prescribed transit system 
in a different municipality.  

3. Improving service to key regional destinations by designating new and existing routes as 
“priority routes”, including routes that may cross municipal boundaries; setting service 
standards for priority routes; and prescribing requirements for service integration between 
prescribed transit systems, including requiring a prescribed transit system to provide services 
outside of its primary service area (i.e., in other municipalities).   
 

 
 

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0302
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0302


 

 

 

4. Improving specialized transit service, including requiring prescribed specialized transit 
systems to: participate in a unified trip booking system approved by the Minister; and provide 
transportation a prescribed distance outside of its primary service area (i.e., in another 
municipality) without requiring a person with a disability to transfer to a different passenger 
transportation system.  

5. Creating exemptions from the Act or regulations. 
 

Metrolinx Act, 2006 – Ministry of Transportation 
 
Schedule 5 amends the Metrolinx Act, 2006 to create a voluntary, streamlined compliance 
reporting process for Metrolinx which will be more scoped than the traditional building permit 
process. The proposed compliance reporting process does not override the existing building 
permit process. Instead, it allows for more flexibility for Metrolinx by creating a streamlined 
process to get building science expertise from municipalities. 

 
The proposed legislative amendments require municipalities, upon receiving a proposed construction 
or demolition notice from Metrolinx, to provide Metrolinx with a report that includes:  

• An assessment of whether the proposal would contravene the Building Code.  
ο Municipalities would not include a review of certain Planning Act requirements 

such as municipal zoning bylaw and site plan approvals. 
• An assessment of the applicability of the Architects Act or the Professional Engineers 

Act. 
• An assessment of whether every person who prepared the relevant building documents 

had the correct qualifications under the Building Code. 
• Any other prescribed information.  

 
The proposed legislation also enables the Minister of Transportation, through regulation, to 
prescribe additional exemptions to applicable law and specific timelines for municipal inspections 
and conveyance of occupancy reports, among other items. 
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